
Volume 53 Issue 8              Tacoma, Washington              October  2017  

Remaining 2017 Calendar 

10/12—Hospital Visit Leave RA Long HS 9am—Hospital 1 
pm 

10/13 – 7 pm – Columbia River SC Football Game Fundrais-
er  (4 pm dinner Mill City Grill; 5:30 pm stadium; 6 pm 
hand out information; 7 pm game. 

10/12-14 – Imperial Membership Seminar 

10/27 - 7 pm – Thurston-Mason SC Halloween Party – 
Olympia Masonic Center, Olympia 

11/18 – 10 am – Afifi Portland Hospital Trek 

12/2 - ? – Thurston-Mason SC Holiday Parade – Shelton? 

12/9 – Noon – Afifi Stated meeting & lunch – location TBD 

 

What is your Shrine motivation?  Certainly our hospitals and the amazing work they 

do for children is a motivator.  Without us and other donors (both within and without 

the Fraternity), our endowment would eventually run out of money.  As a clown, going 

to the Portland hospital every month, I get motivated seeing the children face-to-face 

and seeing their smiles as we enter the room.   

When I’m out in public wearing my Shrine “gear”, I’m motivated when someone ap-

proaches me and thanks me for what “I” did for their child, sibling or parent.  Ironical-

ly, these motivators drive me to spend my time and spending my time doing “Shrine” 

gets me more motivated.  I read an interesting article about time management.  The 

author was not swayed by the comment that we don’t have enough time.  She pointed 

out that she is also very busy but one morning, before leaving for 

work, she discovered a major water leak in her house.  Suddenly, her 

priorities shifted.  She was no longer concerned about a meeting she 

had to attend or an article to write, she had to deal with the emergen-

cy in front of her.  Her point is even though this was a major disrup-

tion to her schedule; she found the time to deal with it.  I know what 

(Continued on page 3) 

Ray Zimmerman 

Potentate 



Chief Rabban—Noble Edward C. Woods 

Greetings Nobles,  

Well September is behind us and that the Raffle is complete.  Illus. 

Sir Ray Zimmerman drew the three lucky winners at the Puyallup 

Fair on September 24.  I have personally 

been in contact with all of our winners 

and they all could not have been more 

excited.   

This past weekend Illus. Sir Ralph 

Christler and I met with the winner of 

our first prize the Truck.  They were overjoyed that they had won.  

The gentleman had stated that in a 

previous year we had another truck and  that he had purchased 

$100.00 worth of tickets eagerly waiting for a call that never came.  

He said that this year he purchased tickets and pretty much had 

forgotten all about it until his lady was notified that they had won.  

Persistence pays.  I suspect that the truck is in the right hands and 

that the winners intend to enjoy it for years to come.   

Our second and third prize winners 

have been put in contact with Noble Ryan Wright who by the way 

did a fantastic job in making that prize possible.   I cannot thank 

him enough for making the suggestion a year ago.   

To all Nobles of Afifi Shrine I want to extend a huge thank you to 

each of you without whom we could not have made this raffle a 

success.   

Yours in the Faith 

Edward C Woods—Chief Rabban 

Life Membership Clarification 

I’ve been getting questions about Shrine Life Memberships so I hope this will help clarify 

what they are.  There are three life memberships in Shrine (all defined in the Imperial By-

laws): 

Temple Life Member – covers the dues paid to Afifi, currently $89.  For members under 

the age of 65, the cost is 20 times the fee = 20 x $89 = $1,780.  For members 65 and old-

er, the rate is 10 times = $890. 

Imperial Per Capita – covers the fee to Imperial, currently $30.  A Per Capita Life Mem-

bership costs 30 times the fee = 30 x $30 = $900. 

Hospital Life Member – covers the annual hospital assessment, currently $5.  A Hospital 

Permanent Contributing Membership costs 30 times the fee = 30 x $5 = $150. 

So, you could have one of these life memberships but still owe for the other two. 



you’re saying, “Shrine isn’t an emergency”.  True, but it is a commitment you accepted.   

I now divide Afifi members into one of two categories:  sponsors and workers.  All Afifi nobles who pay 

their annual dues or have purchased a Temple Life Membership sponsor Afifi through their temple 

dues.  For those of you who are not physically able to be a “worker”, we thank you for being a sponsor-

only.  You could demit and save that money but you continue to provide financial support to Afifi.  With-

out that financial support, Afifi couldn’t exist.  Workers are those members who physically help the 

Temple with fundraising and public relations (parades, raffles, other public events).  We are currently 

running about 1 worker for every 10 sponsors-only.  With only 417 members, that’s a small number of 

workers.  Not all the 377 sponsors are physically unable to help.  Unfortunately, many simply say they 

“don’t have the time”. 

Unfortunately, some of our members have expressed the opinion that without a building, there is no Afi-

fi Shrine.  I understand.  Many of you had a lot of time and effort invested in that building.  Its loss was a 

failure; but keeping it would have bled Afifi to death.  In reality, Afifi has 6 buildings.  Those are the 

buildings our 6 clubs meet in.  It might be a different building each month.  It might be a restaurant or 

Noble’s home.  There is nothing that building did for us that we can’t do within our clubs.  A building no 

more defines a Shriner than a church defines a Christian.  Put on your Shrine shirt or hat and go out into 

the public.  You can expose more people to Shrine than the building ever did. 

Thank you to all our Nobles, our ladies and friends who sold raffle tickets throughout the year.  It was a 

huge commitment of time and resources to make it happen.  Considering our fewer workers, we are ex-

ploring other kinds of fundraising for next year.  Your ideas are welcome. 

Thank you to Gateway Shrine Club for their generous donations to the Portland and Spokane hospitals 

and our Transportation Fund.  They worked extra hard this year because they had fewer members will-

ing to work.  Nobles from Al Kader, lodge brothers from District 19, family and friends provided addi-

tional manpower. 

Please get the word out about our November Hospital Trek on the 18th.  It is open to everyone.  Go out of 

your way to invite your lodge brothers and their families.  This is a major recruiting tool.  We will put 

our new vans to work hauling everyone down to Portland. 

The holidays are just around the corner.  Here is an idea you might consider.  For several years, my 

Christmas wish list has consisted of only one item, donations to Shriners Hospitals.  I’d rather my family 

learns the lesson of giving then to give me another ugly tie. 

Our final meeting of the year is December 9th.  We will be electing new officers and celebrating the holi-

days.  If you can’t make it, please visit your nearest Shrine Club. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dues Notices 

Dues notices were mailed out on August 18th.  Please send a check immediately or go 
to our website to make a credit card payment (hopefully we will have that feature 
soon).   

Members that have dues in arrears for 2016 and older will be suspended 
on January 1st, 2018. 



Afifi Temple Officers - 2017 
          

Ray Zimmerman Potentate   
Edward C. Woods Chief Rabban  
Dale Vrsalovich  Assistant Rabban  
Joe McAlister High Priest & Prophet  
Rory Johnson  Oriental Guide 
Ben Schatz  Treasurer 
Art Liss  Recorder 
 

Appointed Divan 

Billy Wolfe   1st Ceremonial Master  
Vacant  2nd Ceremonial Master 
Don Varo     Director of Units 
Gerald Burg          Marshal 
Ryan Wright      Captain of the Guard 
Don Varo  Outer Guard 
Gary Norton Chaplain 
Mike Kreger Ambassador 
Snuggy Smith Treasurer Aide 
I.S. Ken Keesler  Treasurer Aide 

 
 
 

Afifi Board of Directors 
Ray Zimmerman, Potentate/Chair 

Edward C. Woods 
Dale Vrsalovich 

Joseph McAlister 
Rory Johnson 
Ben Schatz 

Art Liss 
 

Membership Chairman 
Dale Vrsalovich 

 
Fundraising Chairmen 

Edward C. Woods 
 

Hospital Representatives 
Portland Hospital - Board of Governors 

IS Keith Christensen 
Rory Johnson 

 
Hospital Representatives Emeritus 

Hon. Richard Brosey – George Mohoric, DDS 
IS W. Brandt Bede MD – IS Douglas A. Baker 

IS Joe Devish – IS Barry Bede 
 

Afifi - Hospital Admittance Chairman 
Ill & Distressed Chairman 

I.S. Ken Keesler 
Public Relations Chairman 

Joe McAlister 
 

Cord Anderson Ambassador to Al Kader 
Dusty Rhoades Ambassador to Elf Khurafeh 

Get an Early Jump  

on Your 2018 Dues 

   

You don't have to wait until you receive 
your 2018 dues notices.  Feel free to send a 

monthly check for $12.40 for 10 months 
(Jan - Oct) to our mailing address.   

If you wish to include the News subscrip-
tion, the monthly amount would be $15.40.  

2017 Black Camel 

 

Wilton D. Ellison – 7/25 

Charles F. Mills - 8/2 

James A. Conklin - 9/2 

Eckhard G. Wollgramm - 9/27 

Kenny Hughes’ wife 

Merton Felix’ wife – Phyllis 



Afifi News 
Published by Afifi Shrine 

Shriners International 
253-565-2055 

afifishrine@gmail.com 
 

PO Box 1433 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

 

Web Site: www.afifishrine.org 
 

Afifi News Editor 
Edward C. Woods 

 

Afifi News Publisher 
Advertising Manager 

I.S. Ray Zimmerman 
 

Technology Chairmen 
Edward C. Woods 
Ray Zimmerman 

 

Publishing Deadline 
When submitting articles for  

the Afifi News, please adhere to 
our deadline of the 10th of the month 

preceding the publication month. 
Article must be submitted with WORD,  

send photo’s separately please include a caption. 
afifinews@47problem.com 

 
 

Shrine Club Meetings 
Columbia River Shrine Club – 4th Thursday 

Gateway Shrine Club – 3rd Friday 
Grays Harbor Shrine Club – 2nd Friday 

Lewis County Shrine Club – 2nd Thursday 
Thurston-Mason County Shrine Club – 4th Friday 

Afifi Yacht Club – 3rd Wednesday 
 

Unit Meetings 
Antiques & Classics – 2nd Monday 

Clowns – 2nd Thursday 
SW WA Clowns – 4th Mondays 

Greeters – 4th Thursday 
Legion of Honor – Quarterly 

Oriental Band – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Pipes & Drums – 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Provo Guard – 2nd Tuesday 
Ritual Section – 1st Thursday  

Afifi Club & Unit Meetings  

There are 15 Afifi Clubs and Units, each meet independently, their time and place  

may vary depending on the month and other organization’s events. If you would  

like to attend a meeting, contact the person listed below to confirm the Club/Unit 

schedule.  

Afifi Clubs: (Members Generally meet by County location)  

Columbia River Shrine Club (Longview/Kelso)............Dewey Rexford 360-636-5439  

Gateway Shrine Club (Vancouver).............................Ray Zimmerman 360-773-8658  

Grays Harbor Shrine Club (Hoquiam).........................I.S. Doug Bates 360-532-3190  

Lewis County Shrine Club (Centralia)........................Clank Robbins 360-736-5860  

Thurston/Mason Shrine Club (Olympia).....................I.S. Ken Keesler 360-528-7975 

Afifi Yacht Club (Tacoma)...........................................I.S. Barry Bede 253-318-2122  

Afifi Units: (Members generally meet because of a common interest)  

Antiques and Classics (Cars not members) ....................Ben Schatz 360-943-3596  

Clowns (Tacoma) ................................................ Daryl McLaughlin 253-531-1294   

Southwest WA Clowns...................................................James Cobb 360-835-5449  

Greeters...............................................................................Al Leavitt 253-752-5903  

Oriental Band................................................................I.S. John Brett 253-265-3870  

Provo Guard ..................................................................David Strous 360-802-0670  

Ritual.....................................................................................Tom Dow253-507-4844  

Click here AFIFI SHRINE to find us on Facebook 

Do you want a paper copy of the Afifi News? 
Starting in 2017, we will be offering a subscription to the Afifi News 

The annual subscription is $30 per year for 10 monthly issues 

Only subscribers will receive a paper copy, all others are emailed 

Send your check to PO Box 1433, Battle Ground, WA  98604  

https://www.facebook.com/AfifiShrine?ref=bookmarks


Assistant Rabban - Dale Vrsalovich  
 
Hello Nobles! 
 
By the time this prints, Summer will be over and Autumn will be up-
on us. The year end draws nigh and we are mindful of the harvest 
and Yule to follow. In Shrine, we also have a harvest. It's new No-
bles!  If our harvest is paltry, then we aren't able to feed our Frater-
nity. There are fewer faces in our halls and meetings, fewer hands in 
our projects and more is expected of less. Eventually things go one of 
two ways. We fall apart and dissolve, or we start adding more mem-
bers and have a resurgent spring with more members and more fun. 
Did I say fun?  You betcha. Shrine can and should be fun!  How do I 
know this?  By living it in every event I'm part of and by my attitude.  

 
Since our last Stated Meeting, I've been helping our Temple by overseeing almost all the 
events in the southern end of the Temple, and some events further north. Our temple has 
hosted an Airshow booth, 3 rock concerts for the Shriners Hospitals in Ridgefield and Au-
burn, the Shriners Freedom Bowl, and more than 6 parades. Additionally, I've had the tre-
mendous honor of being Gateway Shrine Club President. We've added two new members, 
Ron Fryer and Mike Sortors and both have been helpful in multiple ways, adding new energy 
and fresh ideas to the Club. Gateway has also had its busiest period of the year with our foot-
ball game and Seafood booth and next up is our work at Prairie High School where we run the 
gate and concession stand for 2 months of Saturdays.  
 
Additionally, we have been working hard to improve our relationship with Shriners Hospitals 
for Children-Portland. Both of us, Ray, our Potentate and myself, are spokesmen for the Hos-
pital. I have already talked to 5 different groups in the public about our Hospitals and, of 
course, our Fraternity. I am coordinating any events that the Hospital sends my way with new 
prospects and members to increase our public relations. Many folks wish to help our charity, 
but they need a focus and having the Hospital give us events is very helpful. The Styx and For-
eigner concerts help us in our membership drives. Working at Bridges to Brew was another 
hospital event I've used with prospects. These and other events are available to the whole 
Temple, but we need to be willing to travel. I'm asking for Nobles to step out of their comfort 
zone and start doing new things in Shrinedom. We need to think outside of the box. Contact 
me if you want me to go to your lodge or Star event. I was an active DeMolay and will go to 
your youth group meetings to talk about Shrine. I will go to your lodges, chapters, Lions, Elks 
or any other Club to share the message about our Hospitals and our Fraternity. Just let me 
know. I'm also a member of OES and Scottish Rite. I'll talk to any of your groups.  
 
Enough rambling. We have more success this year with membership, but I'd like to triple it. 
Join us on our Membership Committee. Help us in our fundraising. Can you handle PR?  Are 
you a good speaker?Let me get you trained as a Speaker.  
Are you seriously interested in making an impact?  We need good leaders. In our clubs first 
and foremost. Next, we need leaders in our Temple. There are too many jobs that go wanting 
for men to do them. We need band members, clowns and a whole new ritual team. There are 
too many jobs for the 5 elected members of the Divan to perform. Our Potentate has been ask-
ing for help all year. Too few step up to the plate. Are you willing to help?  Call us. We love 
having more Nobles involved. It adds to the fun!  Attitude folks!  Let's change it and change 
our future.  
 
Shrine Love! 
 
Dale Vrsalovich  



Be sure to check us out on the web 

Afifishriners.org 

Or on Facebook 



  

Oriental Guide - Noble Rory Johnson 

Wisdom from OG school: 

 

Clubs and Units are “The Strength of the Organization” 

More Clubs & Units = More meeting groups = More ACTIVITY 

within the Shrine Temple organization 

 

Progress continues toward building the Mt. Tahoma Shrine 

Club. Our September 7th Meeting was an evening of bowling at 

Uncle Bucks Fishbowl at the Tacoma Bass Pro store.  It was so 

much FUN! Started the evening off with dinner at the grill. 

Food was excellent especially the alligator appetizer.  Then on to bowling.  The Fishbowl 

includes 16 lanes of bowling in décor that looks like a fishbowl including shark and alli-

gator shapes for ball returns. Notice the alligator eye bowling ball. It was pretty competi-

tive bowling but at the final frame Mark Thompson blew by us with the top score.  

More FUN to come! Looking ahead to the October 5th meeting and a fun night out with 

an October Fest theme. Plan to meet at the Rhine Haus Restaurant in Tacoma for Ger-

man food, beer and a game of Bocce Ball. Please put that date on your calendar. All no-

bles are invited. Contact either myself at 253-732-1324, roryjhnsn@msn.com or Joe 

McAlister at 253-241-0538, airborne51@me.com if you need more information. Look 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

More wisdom from OG school: 

Official Shrine Position 

Fun was stated as a purpose of the Fraternity by its founders 

Fun is stated in the Mission Statement of Shriners International 

It is overwhelmingly stated by new Shriners as the primary reason driving them to join 

 FUN – Bring it, Create it, Share it, Believe in it – LIVE IT 

 

Further FUN at the summer parades. How better to have fun than doing what Shriners 

do best, show off at the local parades.  It’s been great to see the Nobles enjoy making the 

crowds happy and provide some entertainment that’s a little different than the usual pa-

rade fair. The Oriental Band continued its run of parades following the Morton Loggers 

Parade with the Loggers Play Day in Hoquiam September 9th. One wonderful surprise 

for the parade was Richard Zintek, our gentle giant who is still dealing with a serious ill-

ness, was able to join us. The first time in over 6 months. Great to have you Brother! 

Howard Cohen, our resident clown, joined us on the cymbals again, his second parade. 



Kids love Howard! The one down side was the 

weather. This was the first time since the 

O’Band started playing in the parade 5 years 

ago that it rained and without a cover for the 

trailer was a soaking experience. We perse-

vered and in the end had fun even without the 

sun. Probably the O’Bands last parade for the 

year but look forward to 2018,  

 

Remember we are still looking for new mem-

bers so please consider joining us for a FUN 

time! If you need more info contact myself or 

John Brett. 

 

After some encouragement from Noble Dale Vrsalovich my wife and I attended the For-

eigner Concert (with Cheap Trick) at White River Amphitheatre in Auburn. We were help-

ing to sell Foreigner CD’s to raise money for Shriners Hospitals. This has been going on 

across the country for the last few months. Shriner’s hospital gets $5 for every CD sold. An-

nouncements were made at the concert and once the fans knew it was benefiting SHC the 

CD’s practically sold themselves. We sold 60 CD’s in a couple of hours. There were 5 other 

couples selling so that was only part of the total sales. It was fun and wonderful to know we 

were helping support the hospitals.   

 

We continued supporting the Assistant Raban in his role as Membership Chairman this 

past month by contacting the people who have expressed an interest in Shriners Interna-

tional and live in the northern part of Afifi’s jurisdiction.  There are 12 people on the list 

right now. Four are already Afifi Shriners. Two of them are joining the Mt Tahoma Club 

and two are in the process of being brought current in their status and looking for opportu-

nities to plug them in and get them involved. Of the eight remaining, 3 have been contacted 

by lodges in their area (Auburn and Puyallup) and are starting down the path to becoming 

a Mason. The other 5 are works in progress. We could use help with contacting and men-

toring these new candidates so if you are interested please contact me. If you know some-

one who might make a good Shriner it might be worthwhile to give them some information 

about the Shriners and invite them to a social event or one of your meetings. 

Further wisdom from OG school:  

Every Noble in your Temple is a member of its Membership Committee. 

 

More exciting things to come so stay tuned and chose to be involved. 

 

Noble Rory Johnson 

Oriental Guide 

https://webfez.shrinenet.org/referralC:/Users/Edward/Documents/Afifi Raffle 2017 gambling commi


AFIFI TEMPLE  
PO Box 1433 

Battle Ground, WA 98604  

 

 

 

Remember:  WE ARE SHRINERS HAVING FUN HELPING 

KIDS! 

 

Gateway shrine club will be meeting October 20 at main event in 

East Vancouver for their club social starts at 6:30. Address is 

3200 SE. 1 64th St., Vancouver, WA 98683  


